XXI. A Letter from Mr. Henry Baker, 
F, R. S^ to the Prefident, concerning an ex" 
traordinary large follil Tooth oj an Ele- 



phant. 



SIR, 



^.«^^March28.'TnHE foffil Tooth I havc now the 
^' JL Honour to lay before you, was fent 

me lately, from Norwich, by Mir. William Arderon. 
It feems to be a Grinder belonging to the LefcUnder- 
Jaw of a very large Elephant, as its own Size and 
Weight mayfhew: For the Circumference, meafured 
by a String drawn round the Edge, is 3 Feet, want- 
ing 1 Incjrh; in Length it meafures 1-5 Inchesj in 
Breadth, where wideft, 7 Inches, in Thicknefs above 
3 ; and its Weight is upwards of 1 1- Pounds. 

On one Side it is convex, and on the other con- 
cave, with i(S Ridges and Furrows running on each 
Side tranfverfly, and corrcfponding with the fame 
Number of Eminencies on the grinding Edge, which 
appears furrowed liice a Milftone. On the Bottom of 
the Part that lay within the. Gum are feveral Cavi- 
ties for the Infertion of the Nerves, The who e 
Tooth is almoft intirc, and fecms very little, if at 
all, petrefied ; but, fince its being expofed to 
the Air, feveral iittle Cracks appear. Other monftrous 
Bones were found with it, as I am infortnedj.and 
particularly Thigh Bones, 6 Feet long, and as thick 
as the Thigh of a Man i all which belonged probably 
to the fame Animal, and' may be confidcred as far- 
ther Proofs of the Creamce's enormous Size. 

Ths 
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The Place where, and the Manner how, thefe 
Bones were difccvered, are Particulars fo well dcferv* 
ing Confideration, that I fhall make no Apology for 
relating them. 

A little Town, called Munjley^ is fituated clofe to 
the Sea-fhore, on the North eaft Coaft of the County 
of Norfolk^ where the Sea is bounded by exceeding 
high rocky Cliffs : Some whereof being gradually 
undermined by the continual Dafliing of the Waves 
when the Tide comes in, great Pieces frequently 
tumble down upon the Shore: And by the tum- 
bling down of one of thefe the above mentioned 
Bones and Grinder were difcovered. 

Here therefore can be little Reafon for imagining 
(as I know fome have done, when fuch-like Bones 
have been found in more inland Counties), that the 
Romans brought Elephants over hither 5 which, when 
dead, they buried deep in the Earth, to prevent their 
becoming offenfive : For they could never think of 
burying fuch a Carcafe in a rocky Cliff, clofe to, or 
perhaps over-hanging, the Sea. But, on the con- 
trary, this Dilcovery feems a convincing Demonflra- 
tion, that the Earth has undergone fome very extra- 
ordinary Alterations : For the Remains of Animals, 
of quite different Climates and Regions, and of Kinds, 
which, \n the prefent Situation of the World, could 
never poflibly come over hither, muft either imply 
their. having been placed here by Providence, origi- 
ginally, or, that this Ifland muft, heretofore, have 
been contiguous to the Continent : But, fince we find 
thefe Creatures in very hot Countries only, it is 
highly probable they were never placed here by 
Providence } unlefs wc can fuppofe the Temperature 

of 
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of our Climate, as to Heat and Cold, to have been 
greatly altered : And, without fuch a Suppofition, it 
would be no lefs unreafonable to imagine they would 
wander hither from warmer Regions, though even all 
the Quarters of the Globe fhould have been conti- 
guous. 

What Changes have happened to our Earth, and 
how they have been produced, no human Wifdom 
can poffibly find out with any Certainty : But fuppofe 
only the Polar Points, or Axis thereof, to have been 
fhifted at any tiijne but a few Degrees, and its Cen- 
tre of Gravity to have been altered (which feme great 
Men have imagined not improbable), what Convul- 
lions in Nature, what an univerfal Change in the 
lace of Things, muft thereby have been occaftoned ! 
What Inundations, or Deluges of Water, bearing every 
thing before them! What Breaches in the Earth, what 
Hurricanes and Tempefts, muft have attended fuch an 
Event ! For the Waters muft have been roird along, 
till, by them, an Equipoife was produced. ——In 
fiiort, all Parts of the World would thereby acquire 
different Degrees of Heat and Cold than what they 
had before. Seas would be formed where Continents 
had been : Continents would be torn in funder, or 
perhaps fplit into Iflands, The antient Bed of the 
Sea would be changed into dry Land, and appear 
covered at firft with Shells, and other marine Bodies^ 
of which the Adion and nitrous Salts of the Air 
would, in a few Years, moulder away and turn to 
Duft thofe upon the Surface 5 but fuch as were buried 
deep would be preferved and remain for many Ages. 

Such would probably have been the Fate of inani- 
mate Things: And as to living Crcamres, they muft 

have: 
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have been almofl: univerfally deftroyed and burled in 
the Ruins of the World, as perhaps this Elephant may 
have been. Some few, however, would in all like- 
lihood efcape, cither by fwimming to, or being left 
on, rifing Lands ^ where, if they met with proper 
Food, and an agreeable Climate, they would con- 
tinue and increafe, or othcrwife would wander till 
they found fuch a Country, unlcfs prevented by intcr- 
pofing Seas, or impaffable Rivers. 

All this indeed is barely Conjcdure.: But the Bones 
andTecth of Fifhcs, the Multitudes of Sea-Shells (fome 
whereof are petrefied, and others not), and the many 
Sea-Produdions found buried in the Eartl) in almofl 
every Country, at vaft Diftanccs from the Sea, and 
even in the midland Parts, are De'monftrations of 
the furprifing Alterations that muft have happened as 
to the Difpofition of Sea and Land, The Horns of 
the great Moufe-Deer, dug frequently out of the Bogs 
in Irelandy and fomctimcs in England^ the Bones 
and Teeth of Elephants found there, and this prefent 
Difcovery, together with fome others of the like 
Kind that have been made in England^i^tm to prove, 
that fuch Animals formerly inhabited thefe Countries, 
notwithftanding the Moufe-Decr is known at prefent 
only in America^ and Elephants are not found ex* 
cept in Africa and AJia. 

Part of the Horn and Palm of a Deer, found in 
a Chalk-Pit, at a Village called Baber^ 4 Miles Eaft 
of Norwich J at the Depth of 1 6 Feet, and almoft 
converted into a chalky Subftance, being of a Kind 
of which, I am told, we have none in this Ifland, I 
alfo lay before yoU; as another Proof to the fame 
Purpofe, 

Hoping 

4 
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Hoping Pardon for this Digreffion, I fhall Juft beg 
Leave to obferv^e, that the prefent Grinder and Boncf, 
however they came thither, muft have Jain in this 
Cliff for many Ages 5 and that the Grinder In parti- 
cular is very much larger and heavier than any our 
late worthy Prefident Sir Hans Shane has mentioned 
in N''. 403- and 404. of the Fhilofophkal Tranf- 
actions^ where he gives an Account of all the foffil 
Teeth of Elephants that had come to his Knowledge. 
I may add, that none of thofe mentioned by Mr. 
Molineux^ in his Hiftory of It elands come near it 
in Weight or Size. Our Thigh -Bones of 6 Feet long 
exceed alfo by 2 Feet any I have ever yet heard of: 
And, according to Mr. Blair % Ofteology of an Ele- 
phant 9 Feet high, which died at Dundee in Scot- 
landy in the Year 1706, and whofe ThiglvBones 
were 3 Feet in Length {Vide Thil. Tranf. N"". zij.)? 
we may fuppofe, by the Rules of Proportion, that 
the Elephant, to whom our Bones and Tooth be- 
longed, was 1 8 Feet in Height. 

Permit me, Sir, to aflure you, that I am, with the 
utmoft Refped and Sincerity, 

Tour moji obedient humble Servant, 

Londony March 2(5. 

^74T. H. Baker, 
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